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CiTY AND COUNTY OF SWANSEA
DINAS A SIR ABERTAWE

Ann Jones AM Please ask for: Patrick Arran
. ’ " . Gofynnwch am:
Chair of the Communities, Equality and o
. Direct Line: (01792) 636699
Local Government Committee, Llinell Uniongyrchol:
National Assembly for Wales, E-Mail: patrick.arran@swansea.gov.uk
Cardiff Bay, E-Bost:
Cardiff CF99 1NA v PAIGH
in Cyf:
Your Ref:
Eich Cyf:
Date: " January 2012
Dyddiad:
Dear Ms Jones AM,

Re: Consultation on Local Government Byelaws (Wales) Bill

| refer to the request from the Communities, Equality and Local Government Committee (the
Committee) that a representative from the Council attend at the meeting of the Committee on 18"
January 2012 to give evidence to the Committee.

The request was received from the Assembly office on the 21 December. It was referred to me for
attention and my Deputy telephoned the Assembly office on the 21 to try to establish why this
Council had specifically been asked to attend the Committee meeting. The relevant officers of the
Assembly were not available but my Deputy was advised to e mail the office to explain why we felt
that it was not appropriate that this Council should attend the Committee meeting on the 18"
January. That e mail was sent on the 22" December. | attach a copy to this letter.

You will note from the e mail that there was no certainty at the date of the 22" December that the
Council would be responding to the consultation. In addition, it was not clear why this Council had
been asked to attend in view of the fact that the WLGA are to attend on the 18" to cover the position
for Welsh councils in general. The WLGA has been forwarded the consultation response which this
Council had made to an earlier consultation on Byelaws.

On January 3 this week Ms Bethan Davies of the Assembly Office telephoned my Deputy in
response to the contact made prior to the Christmas holiday period. Ms Davies informed us that
County Councillor Mike Hedges AM, who is a member of the Committee, had suggested that this
Council be asked to attend to give evidence. Ms Davies also suggested that if the Council wished to
be excused from attendance we should write to you setting out the reasons for the request.
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| have contacted Councillor Hedges AM since Tuesday and he has clarified the reasons why he felt
this Council might have extra information which might help the Committee. | have responded to him
with further details of the issues he had in mind, which go back to the late 1990s. Councillor Hedges
e-mailed me yesterday to say that he will also contact you. He is aware that this letter is to be sent.

| would respectfully request that the Council be excused attendance at the Committee meeting on the
basis that we have no specific issues to add to the evidence beyond the evidence which will be given
by the WLGA. We would not wish to take up Committee time for no useful purpose. In addition, to
have a representative attend to give evidence to the Committee is something which requires authority
from the Council. This is not a matter delegated to officers by our Constitution and it is not possible to
get the necessary authority from the Cabinet in time for the 18" January.

However, in order to seek to assist the Committee as best we can, we have arranged for a report to
go to the next meeting of the Cabinet to obtain authority for a written response to the consultation to
be sent by the deadline of February 2nd. | can also confirm that the WLGA have contacted the
Council to ask for our support and we will give the WLGA support in giving their evidence to the
Committee on the 18" January by sending a Council Officer to assist the WLGA as part of their team
at the Committee meeting.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

/) Rosa

Patrick Arran - Head of Legal, Democratic Services & Procurement and
Monitoring Officer

LEGAL, DEMOCRATIC SERVICES AND PROCUREMENT
GWASANAETHAU CYFREITHIOL, DEMOCRATAIDD A CHAFFAEL @

Civic CENTRE, OYSTERMOUTH ROAD, SWANSEA, SA1 3SN DX: 743540 SWANSEA 22
CANOLFAN DDINESIG, HEOL YSTUMLLWYNARTH, ABERTAWE, SA1 3SN DX: 743540 SWANSEA 22

¢ ™ INVESTORS | BUDDSODDWYR B (01792) 636000 (01792) 636340 Lexcel
%_¢ IN PEOPLE | MEWN POBL www.swansea.gov.uk THE LAW SOCIETY






